BOOK REVIEWS tive phenomenon observed in high sensitizer concentrations. The same should be said of Orbach's treatment of the phonon-induced spin-lattice relaxation and energy transfer as well as his earlier chapter on the quantum theory of lattice vibrations. Chapters on the spectroscopic properties of magnetic insulators, the role of the Jahn-Teller effect, and spectra of associated donor-acceptor pairs are also included.
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All the chapters deal only with the theoretical aspects and experimental details are not presented or discussed. However, a sufficient number of illustrative experimental results and spectra are included at appropriate places.
In summary, there is a good balance in this book between the tutorial style and the review of the current state of the art in this field. Thus this book should be of value not only to the solid-state optics community but also to a wider audience in physics and engineering.
K Appl. Cryst. (1976), 9, 61] included the observation that 'hardly any area of crystal growth is passed over in silence; focusing on the important issues, the book deals with their significant stages right up to the most recent developments'.
